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 Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, accuses the Islamic State of waging a false campaign 

against Al-Qaeda, and accuses the US of the systematic oppression of Muslims and of carrying 

out war crimes against the population to serve its own interests. In light of this false campaign, 

al-Zawahiri again clarifies the guidelines of his organization, including reviving the spirit of jihad 

among the Muslim Nation, renewing the institution of the Caliphate, applying shari’a, liberating 

Al-Aqsa, etc. In addition, he emphasizes that his organization is careful not to harm the civilian 

population and innocent people during military operations against enemy army and security 

forces. 

 Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, eulogizes and discusses the personalities of former 

senior jihad leaders, Abu al-Hasan Rashid al-Bulaydi, Abu Firas al-Suri, a senior member of Al-

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), and Rifau Tah, a member of the Islamic Jihad in Egypt. 

 Abdelmalek Droukdel, the leader of AQIM, calls on Muslims in Algeria to wake up to the attempts 

to blur their Muslim identity and to the oppression from which Muslims around the world are 

suffering at the hands of the Crusaders, the Shi’ites and their allies. According to him, the Algerian 

regime plays a significant role in the conspiracy against the Muslim Nation as manifested in, 

among other things, its cooperation with France, which is trying to tighten its grip on Mali. Hence, 

they must act against the Algerian regime. 

 Abu Abd al-Rahmanal-Sanhaji, the qadi (judge) of AQIM in the Sahara, threatens to attack 

anyone who cooperates with the Malian army, UN forces and French forces posted on Malian 

soil. This comes against the backdrop of France’s intention to establish new military patrols to 

operate on behalf of the UN against the mujahideen in Mali. According to him, this intention will 

meet fierce opposition from his organization since the organization's position opposes the 

presence of foreign forces on Muslim lands. 

 Five rebel factions in Syria – Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, Nour al-Din al-Zenki Movement, Jaysh al-

Sunna, Jabhat Ansar al-Din and Liwa al-Haqq – announce their merger and the establishment of 

a new umbrella organization called Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham, led by Hashim al-Shaykh (aka Abu 

Jaber), who previously served as leader of Ahrar al-Sham. The new umbrella organization calls on 

all factions in Syria to join it in order to realize the goals of the Syrian revolution, including the 
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overthrow of the Syrian regime and the application of shari’a on the Syrian people. 

 The Islamic State claims responsibility for a terrorist attack at a nightclub in Istanbul that was 

carried out on New Year’s Eve. In the announcement, Turkey is presented as a “defender of the 

Cross” and additional attacks are threatened in revenge for attacks on Muslims by Turkish fighter 

jets. 

 A supporter of the Islamic State praises the organization’s use of unmanned combat aerial 

vehicles and emphasizes that the organization has advanced technological capabilities. Another 

IS supporter recommends using drones in order to assassinate generals and foreign advisors 

located on bases belonging to Turkey, Britain, Germany, France and the US around Mosul. The 

writer refers to an analysis on the subject of combat drones by commentators in the West, and 

notes that it is a tool that will be developed into a central weapon of the organization. 
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Ideology 

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda, published a video titled, “Our 

Message to the Nation: We Will Never Bow Except to Allah – Part 5”, by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, 

the leader of the organization. In the beginning of the video, al-Zawahiri emphasized that the 

mujahideen, including Al-Qaeda, succeeded in opening the eyes of Muslims and the downtrodden 

to the threat posed by the enemies of Islam. He accused the IS of waging a false propaganda 

campaign against Al-Qaeda. For example, he denied the claim that his organization does not view 

Shi’ites as infidels or does not regard a tyrant ruler as a despot against whom war should be 

waged. In addition, he emphasized that his organization takes great care not to harm the civilian 

population when carrying out attacks focused against army and security forces. He then accused 

the US of the systematic oppression and extermination of Muslims, and found an opportunity to 

justify it even before the appearance of Al-Qaeda. According to him, the US does not hesitate to 

carry out war crimes against the population, whether it be Buddhist, Communist or Muslim, as 

long as it serves its interests. For example, he accused the US of dispersing poisonous spray on 

the Vietcong during the Vietnam War, which caused cancer among the local population, and of 

dropping atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. According to him, the American government 

even justified the killing of Muslim children in the framework of imposing sanctions on Iraq and 

the first Gulf War. Hence, any attempt to link US attacks against the Muslim population to the 

fight against Al-Qaeda is baseless. He then denied various conspiracy theories, such as the claim 

that Al-Qaeda was founded thanks to a Zionist plot or Saudi financial support, that the 

organization cooperates with Iran, that the 9/11 attacks were the result of a Zionist initiative or 

an excuse for the US to attack Iran, and more. 

 Al-Zawahiri noted that, against the backdrop of the wave of theses false accusations, it would 

be best to clarify Al-Qaeda’s guidelines despite the fact that he has repeated them time and 

again. For example, he clarified that: his organization is not immune to mistakes, noting: “We are 

nothing but flesh and blood, we make mistakes, and we must seek advice […]”; the method that 

the organization chooses to help Islam, such as the call to place jihad against the US as a top 

priority, is essentially the result of practical Ijtihad - that is, the exercise of discretion in 

interpreting a certain issue based on Islamic holy sources; the organization's path and messages 
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focus on preaching the Oneness of God and the application of shari'a; the organization ascribes 

great importance to reviving jihad among the Muslim Nation in order to liberate Muslim lands 

from the occupation of Crusader infidels and their allies. In addition, it rejects outright any 

international agreement or contract that grants legitimacy to the infidels to rule over Muslim 

lands, such as Israel over Palestine, Russia over Central Asia and the Caucasus, India over Kashmir, 

Spain over Ceuta and Melilla, and China over Eastern Turkestan. The organization seeks to end 

the looting of the natural resources of Muslim lands, and focuses efforts on freeing Muslim 

prisoners, helping and supporting Muslim nations against tyrants, winning the hearts of the 

mujahideen in order to stand as a united bloc against the Crusader, secular, Shi’ite, Chinese and 

Hindu campaign, establishing an Islamic Caliphate in accordance with the path of the Prophet 

Muhammad, refraining from harming Muslims and from any aggression against them, such as 

through an explosions, killings, kidnappings, etc., and assisting the oppressed and the weak, 

whether they are Muslims or infidels. Finally, al-Zawahiri addressed the US and emphasized that 

his organization will continue to fight for the sake of Allah and will never surrender, will strive to 

apply shari’a, and will liberate Al-Aqsa Mosque, Mecca, Medina and every inch of land belonging 

to the Muslim Nation.1 

In another video published by Al-Sahab jihadist media institution titled, “Carrying the Weapons 

of the Martyr – Part 4”, al-Zawahiri eulogized former senior jihad leaders - Abu al-Hasan Rashid 

al-Bulaydi, Abu Firas and Suri and Rifau Tah. The former served as a senior AQIM member and 

the second was a member of the Islamic Jihad in Egypt. Al-Zawahiri discussed, at length, their 

contributions to jihad.2  

 

 

Ayman al-Zawahiri in two videos 

                                                      

1 https://fotooh.net 
2 https://justpaste.it/12gtm 

https://fotooh.net/
https://justpaste.it/12gtm
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 A writer known as Abu al-Qa'qa' al-Zubaydi published an article in response to a recent speech by 

the leader of Al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri. In the framework of the article, the writer accused al-

Zawahiri of using lowly language to insult Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and claimed that, despite al-

Zawahiri’s claims, Al-Qaeda does not pose a threat to the “tyrant” regime. In addition, the writer 

criticized al-Zawahiri for not articulating his position concerning the Christians and the Muslim 

Brotherhood, and attacked him for calling for attacks against the “distant enemy”, America, while 

ignoring the “true enemy in the field – the Shi’ites and the Alawites”.3 

 A writer known as Abu Muadh al-Maqdisi published a post regarding the killing of ambassadors 

and tourists in both Muslim and non-Muslim countries. In the post, the writer claimed that 

“infidel clerics” are concealing from the Muslim public the laws that permit the killing of infidels 

and apostates, and are ignoring the conditions under which an infidel is granted a “security 

contract” in Muslim lands. The writer’s central argument was that the rulers of “seemingly 

Muslim” countries are themselves infidels and, therefore, they do not have the authority to grant 

a security contract to tourists who visit their countries or to their embassies. The writer also noted 

that Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi orders the killing of apostates outside of the Caliphate’s borders and 

does not grant them a security contract.4  

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum known as al-Maqdisi, published a post in 

response to issue no. 34 of Al-Masra magazine, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda. In the 

framework of the post, the writer attacked Al-Qaeda, its support for Hamas and its denial of the 

Islamic State’s claims of responsibility for terrorist attacks in the West. In addition, the writer 

mocked Al-Qaeda for its limited achievements in various arenas, such as Africa, Afghanistan-

Pakistan and the Indian Subcontinent.5  

 An IS-supporting visitor to the Islamic law section of the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum 

posted a question on behalf of a person who sought clarification of the legal permit for infiltration 

of infidel security forces (such as the PMF or PKK, or even police and army forces in Europe) in 

order to carry out an attack within their ranks. Visitors noted legal justifications permitting 

                                                      

3 https://justpaste.it/12a6f 
4 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
5 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://justpaste.it/12a6f
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
9 

infiltration into the ranks of infidels but cautioned against the weakening of faith involved in a 

prolonged stay among them, and they listed the conditions and limitations of such an act (for 

instance, the prohibition against carrying out acts contrary to Islam in the framework of service 

in these security apparatuses, such as battle against Muslims, standing for the anthem or waving 

the flag).6 

 The Dawaa al-Haq Islamic news agency published articles regarding the announced dismantling 

of Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (the Front for the Conquest of the Levant) and its merger, alongside other 

factions, with Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (the Organization for the Liberation of the Levant). Visitors 

to the news agency site – mostly IS supporters – cursed the factions that joined the new 

organization, referred to them as “Sahawat” and vowed that the Caliphate would take revenge 

on them.7 

 The Dawaa al-Haq Islamic news agency published an article regarding the security cooperation 

between Hamas and the Egyptian intelligence. In the framework of the article, improving 

relations were reported between Hamas and Egypt against the backdrop of statements on the 

matter that were made by Mousa Mohammed Abu Marzook, Deputy Chairman of the Hamas 

Political Bureau. It should be noted that responses to the article contained criticism over the 

cooperation between Hamas and Egypt, and one response even called for attacks against the 

family members of the administration in the US and Europe using various means, such as stealing 

their money, destroying their property and intimidation.8 Other articles criticizing Hamas that 

were published on the portal dealt with additional issues,9 such as: 

o Criticism against Hamas for maintaining ties with Russia, which is bombing innocents in 

Syria (against the backdrop of a visit by a Hamas delegation to Moscow). 

o Criticism for imposing taxes on the residents of Gaza. 

o An attack against a Hamas representative in Iran who claimed that Iran is the only country 

                                                      

6 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
7 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62888; https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62968   
8 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/60698 
9https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61755;https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61592; 
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62116; 
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62175;https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62163; 
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62518    

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62888
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62968
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/60698
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61755
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61592
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62116
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62175
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62163
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supporting the organization. 

o Criticism over the continued wave of arrests waged by Hamas against mujahideen and 

Salafist preachers. 

o Ridicule over the organization’s attempt to spy on Israeli soldiers using fake profiles of 

attractive women on Facebook. 

 Al-Minbar jihadist media institution, which supports the IS, published a video titled, “Their 

Religion is the Lie”, which criticized attacks made against the IS by the media, which it presented 

as liars. The video showed various news clips that distorted the organization’s videos or took them 

out of context in order to accuse the organization of exploiting children, cutting off the fingers of 

smokers, or applying strange prohibitions on customs considered “heretic innovations” (bid’a).10 

 Abo Wisam Media, a jihadist media institution that supports the IS, published a video in which it 

expressed support for Iman Kanju, an Israeli citizen from Shfaram who was accused of trying to 

join the IS by infiltrating from Turkey to Syria. The video included praise for Kanju for going out 

to defend Islam, in contrast to many men who do not do so, and accusations against the “secular 

Turkish government” for turning Kanju over to the Jews.11 

 

 

A video in support of Iman Kanju 

 

Strategy 

 Amaq news agency published infographics containing statistical information about the Islamic 

State’s suicide attacks. According to the infographics, during the month of December, IS fighters 

                                                      

10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySjZZmTl9j0 
11 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61806 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySjZZmTl9j0
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61806
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carried out 107 suicide attacks in Syria and Iraq, and in all of 2016 they carried out a total of 1,112 

suicide attacks in these arenas that targeted the PKK, the Syrian opposition, and Iraqi, Syrian and 

Turkish army forces. The infographics also listed the weapons that were used in these attacks 

(explosive belt, car bomb, motorcycle, etc.) and divided the attacks by province (the leading 

province in Iraq in terms of number of attacks was Nineveh Province with 311 attacks, and in Syria 

it was Aleppo Province with 150 attacks).12 

 

 

Data regarding suicide attacks by the IS in Syria and Iraq during 2016 

 

 A visitor to the Dawaa al-Haq Islamic news agency known as “salafi jihadi” published instructions 

on how to manufacture explosives and produce toxins in some of the responses to several articles 

on the site. In the guidelines, the writer explained how to produce an explosive using a pressure 

cooker, car oil, gasoline and a fuse, and how to extract the ricin poison from the seeds of the 

castor plant.13 

 A blogger known as Nur al-Din al-Jazairi published an article titled, “What is the Message Behind 

the Unmanned Aircraft of the Islamic State?” regarding the video, “Knights of the Platoons” that 

was published by the IS in Nineveh Province. The video was the first documentation of the use of 

combat UAV’s by the organization. In the framework of the article, the writer praised the “genius” 

of the IS and its creativity in developing this weapon. It explained that the real significance of the 

combat UAV’s is the challenge that they pose to the West in terms of a new era in which the West 

                                                      

12 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C1QlR_sWQAAN4DM1.jpg;  
     https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C1IHBt6XUAA-b2j.jpg 
13 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62327 

https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C1QlR_sWQAAN4DM1.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C1IHBt6XUAA-b2j.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62327


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
12 

is no longer the only one in possession of advanced technology.14 Another writer calling himself 

Abu Ibrahim al-Askari noted that drones can be used to assassinate generals and foreign advisors 

located on bases belonging to Turkey, Britain, Germany, France and the US around Mosul. The 

writer referred to an analysis on the subject of combat drones by commentators in the West, and 

noted that it is a tool that will be developed into a central weapon of the organization.15 

 In issues no. 62-63 of the magazine, Al-Naba, a two-part article was published titled, “How to 

Escape Tracking by Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in Residential Areas”. The article explained the 

differences between various types of UAV’s and explained the steps that need to be taken in 

order to avoid UAV tracking, such as: constant movement and change of location; avoiding the 

use of a private car to travel around; and paying heed to new business that open in areas in which 

there are concentrations of mujahideen as they could actually be centers of espionage and 

surveillance by the West.16 

As a result of the article, visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum held a discussion on 

using camouflage to evade surveillance by UAV’s or avoiding the use of an electronic device that 

can lead to one’s location. One visitor noted the need for the creation of a “warning weapon” to 

be used in Western countries in any instance of an aerial attack and hinted that, in response to 

aerial attacks, attacks should be carried out that involve poisoning water reservoirs that serve 

tourist facilities or schools.17 

 Writers on the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum held discussions on a wide range of strategic 

and tactical topics: 

o A member of the forum published a selection of tips for the mujahideen regarding rocket 

launches. The writer explained that the mujahideen are suffering from two main problems 

in this context – finding a suitable launch location and safely leaving the launch site in 

order to evade the enemy. In order to solve the first problem, the writer recommends 

selecting suitable launch sites (such as groves or roofs of abandoned houses) and 

                                                      

14 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
15 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
16 https://s04.justpaste.it/files/justpaste/d374/a13956172/screenshot_8_small.png  
    https://s04.justpaste.it/files/cache/justpaste/d377/a14033610/63-0142.jpg  
17 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://s04.justpaste.it/files/justpaste/d374/a13956172/screenshot_8_small.png
https://s04.justpaste.it/files/cache/justpaste/d377/a14033610/63-0142.jpg
https://shamukh.net/vb
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organizing a truck to transport the rockets. In order to solve the second problem, the 

writer encouraged the use of two non-traceable cell phones – one to be left on the 

rocket’s operating system and the second for the mujahid to carry with him in order to 

enable the remote launch of the rocket.18 

o A member of the forum proposed the use of gliders to carry out suicide attacks and 

inghimasi attacks (self-immersion into enemy ranks). The writer advised IS fighters to start 

using gliders since the target can be seen more clearly from the air, and he even referred 

to a video on YouTube regarding the “Night of the Gliders” attack that was carried out 

against Israel in November 1987.19 

o A member of the forum started a discussion regarding the use of explosives-carrying 

drones in general, and the need to assassinate senior officials in particular. The writer 

raised questions regarding the cost of the drone, its range, the length of time it stays in 

the air, the weight that it can bear, the possibility that the enemy will disrupt the signal, 

and the possibility of the engine stopping suddenly so that the drone will fall on the target 

without making a sound. Visitors responded to these questions and emphasized the 

difficulties involved in loading explosives onto a drone. Other visitors attached various 

links regarding aviation and the operation of drones.20 

o A member of the forum posted a question that he saw on Twitter regarding “lone wolf” 

attacks – how can a lone wolf in “infidel lands” update the IS that he is one of its soldiers 

so that the attack will be publicized by Amaq news agency? One visitor responded to the 

question and explained that he must have a photographer document the attack or even 

broadcast it live. However, many visitors noted that it is a suspicious question since lone 

wolf terrorists usually do not need to make contact with Amaq and it is sufficient to leave 

a last will and testament with a trustworthy friend or declare his support for the 

organization during the attack itself.21 

                                                      

18 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
19 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
20 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
21 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
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o Members of the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum held a discussion regarding the 

deletion of tweets that express support for the IS or disseminate its propaganda on 

Twitter. One visitor noted that tweets have recently been deleted in a more intensive 

manner and wondered how to cope with this phenomenon. The visitor, al-Maqdisi, 

explained that many times when Twitter suspends an account it automatically suspends 

its list of followers and, therefore, he recommended creating a private list of followers 

that would allow the account to distribute information and messages for 4-10 days. 

Another visitor recommended avoiding the selection of a user name that identifies with 

the IS, and even referred visitors to an August 2016 course by the Afaq institution on the 

topic of “smartphone security”.22 

In another post on the topic, a writer known as Gharib al-Ghuraba referred to Twitter’s 

“crazy deletion policy” of IS supporters’ tweets, and noted that after the policy change, 

accounts are suspended within two hours at most. In order to solve the problem and 

comment on Twitter, the writer advised taking several steps, including: deleting the old 

account, changing the IP address and opening a new account that includes several non-

suspicious tweets, using Twitter Analytics to identify the popularity of tweets, disseminate 

controversial tweets, and operate several accounts simultaneously to distribute the 

organization’s propaganda.23 

 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 130  of its magazine, Al-Somood, in 

Arabic;24 and issues no. 58-59 of its magazine, Shariat, in Urdu.25 

 

                                                      

22 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
23 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
24 Telegram 
25 Telegram 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
15 

 

The banner pages of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s magazines 

 

 Issues no. 35-37 of the magazine, Al-Masra, which is associated with Al-Qaeda, were published. 

The magazine reviews the activities of Al-Qaeda and its branches in various arenas of jihad. In 

addition, the magazine included an interview with Sheikh Ibrahim al-Qusi (aka Abu Khabib al-

Sudani), a senior AQAP operative, regarding his experiences as a jihad fighter.26 

 

 

The banner pages of Al-Masra issues 

 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the January issue of its magazine, Nawai Afghan 

Jihad.27 

                                                      

26 Telegram 
27 Telegram 
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The banner page of Nawai Afghan Jihad magazine 

 

 Issue no. 4 was published of Al-Risalah magazine, which belongs to Salafi-jihadist fighters in Syria 

affiliated with Al-Qaeda. Among the topics covered in the current issue were: implicit criticism 

directed at the IS for being imbalanced when it comes to harming Muslims in the framework of 

carrying out jihad; a review of the arena of jihad in Nigeria; encouragement for financial donations 

to the mujahideen; praise for the killer of the Russian Ambassador in Turkey; an interview with a 

fighter from Ansar al-Islam, a Kurdish Salafi-jihadist organization in North Africa, regarding his 

activities in Iraq and Syria; and raising users’ awareness of safe browsing on the Internet.28  

 

 

The banner page of Al-Risalah 

                                                      

28 https://justpaste.it/AlRisalah4 

https://justpaste.it/AlRisalah4
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 Issues no. 62-65 of the periodical, Al-Naba, were published by the IS. Among the topics covered 

by the magazine’s articles were: reports about the organization’s attacks in various arenas (with 

emphasis on the attack in Istanbul); a two-part article on evading tracking by UAV’s in residential 

areas (see ‘Strategy’); the implications of mujahideen attacks on the economy of the “pagans”; 

thermal camouflage in the framework of battle; a poster detailing the characteristics of sarin gas; 

and details about the amount of money and products that were transferred by the zakat center  

to the needy in Nineveh.29 

 

 

The banner pages of Al-Naba magazine 

 

 Issue no. 5 of the magazine, Rumiyah, which belongs to the IS, was published in ten languages. In 

the framework of the magazine’s articles, the organization claimed responsibility for the terrorist 

attacks in Berlin and at Ohio University that were carried out in November-December 2016. In 

addition, the issue included an article titled, “Tactics for Just Terrorism”, which called on IS 

fighters to sow fear in western countries by carrying out arson attacks against various sites using 

                                                      

29 https://ia801904.us.archive.org/6/items/62Web/62%20web.pdf; 
    https://ia801907.us.archive.org/2/items/POo811T50/63.pdf; 
    https://archive.org/details/naba.64; 
    https://ia801501.us.archive.org/30/items/iopiiopi_tuta_65/65.pdf    

https://ia801904.us.archive.org/6/items/62Web/62%20web.pdf
https://ia801907.us.archive.org/2/items/POo811T50/63.pdf
https://archive.org/details/naba.64
https://ia801501.us.archive.org/30/items/iopiiopi_tuta_65/65.pdf
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Molotov cocktails. In the Turkish version of the magazine, the organization called for attacks 

against Turkish soldiers and marked Turkish President Erdoğan as a target (see photo).30  

 

 

From left to right: the banner page of the English issue;  
Erdoğan as a legitimate target of attack in the Turkish version of the magazine 

 

 Issues no. 13-14 of the magazine, FaDhakir, which is associated with Salafi-jihadist fighters in 

Syria, were published.31 

 

 

The banner pages of FaDhakir 

                                                      

30 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61400   
31 Telegram 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61400
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Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the following: 

o An announcement regarding the deployment of 300 additional US forces in Helmand 

Province in the coming spring. The statement said that the announcement was intended 

to raise the morale of Afghan government forces in the hopes that they would hold on 

until the spring. The announcement added that, just as thousands of US soldiers did not 

stop the advancement of the Islamic Emirate, the arrival of several hundred more soldiers 

will not stop their advancement either. The spokesman also threatened that the moment 

the Americans leave their protected bases, they will be attacked by the organization.32 

o An announcement regarding recent attacks in Kandahar Province. In the announcement, 

the spokesman claimed that the organization did not carry out the attacks in Kandahar 

Province and denied the accusations made against it by the government in Kabul. The 

spokesman added that those who accuse the organization of carrying out the attacks in 

Kandahar sought to create tension between the organization and the UAE since the attack 

harmed civilians with UAE citizenship. The organization re-emphasized that it has good 

relations with the Emirates and, therefore, it would not carry out an attack against their 

citizens. At the end of the announcement, the spokesman claimed that the organization 

would not be able to carry out such an attack due to the difficulty in transporting 

explosives to a secure place where the attack took place, and that if it were to carry out 

such an attack, it would have made sure to blow up the police commander who had left 

the location several minutes earlier.33  

o An announcement of condolences over the death of Sheikh Mawlana Salimullah Khan. 

According to the announcement, Khan contributed a great deal to the study of Islam and 

was one of the founders of the Islamic University in Pakistan.34 

                                                      

32 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9462 (English). 
33 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9794 (English). 
34 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9796 (English). 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9462
http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9794
http://alemarah-english.com/?p=9796
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o An open letter to US President Donald Trump in which he was asked to clarify several 

points regarding the ongoing battle waged by US forces in Afghanistan since, according to 

the letter, there is an opportunity to change US policy with the election of a new US 

President. In the announcement, the spokesman claimed that the president must ask 

himself what is the ultimate goal of the war, and added that if the goal is the permanent 

occupation of Afghanistan, the oppression of the people and the exploitation of resources 

for US interests, then it is destined to fail because the resistance by the Islamic Emirate 

has the support of the Afghan people. He also claimed that the Afghan people want to 

end the war but it is not possible as long as there is still occupation by foreign forces in 

the country.35 

o A video that included an appeal from two US citizens and one Australian citizen who were 

taken captive by the Taliban in Afghanistan, who called on the US government and on the 

American University in Kabul to hold negotiations with the organization in order to return 

them to their homelands. According to them, the US government must seek a prisoner 

exchange agreement.36 

 

 

Two of the three captives 

 

 Al-Fursan jihadist media institution, which helps distribute propaganda for the Taliban in 

Afghanistan, published another video in a series of publications titled, “The Martyrs of Khorasan”. 

The current video was dedicated to the martyr, Sheikh Abu Ziyad al-‘Iraqi, a former member of 

the organization.37 

                                                      

35 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=10070 (English). 
36 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iGdi6NMLag 
37 Telegram 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=10070
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iGdi6NMLag
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The banner of a video in memory of Sheikh Abu Ziyad al-‘Iraqi, a member of the Taliban in Afghanistan 

 

The Taliban in Pakistan 

 The Umar jihadist media institution, which belongs to the Taliban in Pakistan, published the 

following: 

o A video documenting battles between members of the organization and Pakistani security 

forces in the Waziristan region.38 

o A video documenting activities by members of the organization at the Mahdi ‘Alihi 

Ridhwan training camp.39 

o A poster titled, “The Fatwas of the Muftis of Kohat” that was published in Ihyae Khilafat 

magazine, which belongs to Jamaat ul Ahrar’s official media agency - Ihyae Khilafat.40  The 

poster read: “To be part of an army that is fighting against the chosen Muslims of the 

Shariat, is to be an enemy of Allah and the Prophet Muhammad. Their death is impure, 

and to pray at their funeral is forbidden. They will have the same fate as criminals and 

street thugs”. 

o A poster that was published in Saut Al-Ahrar newspaper, which belongs to the Ihyae 

Khilafat news agency. The poster read: “The organization of Saut Al Ahrar is pleased to 

announce the launch of its English Facebook page, Saut Al Ahrar – English for Tehrik-e-

Taliban Pakistan.”41 

 

                                                      

38 Telegram 
39 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFUYNLiN95w 
40https://www.facebook.com/1125900970797681/photos/a.1125927384128373.1073741828.11259009707
97681/1193961703991607/?type=3&theater 
41 https://www.facebook.com/ihyaekhilafat2/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFUYNLiN95w
https://www.facebook.com/1125900970797681/photos/a.1125927384128373.1073741828.1125900970797681/1193961703991607/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/1125900970797681/photos/a.1125927384128373.1073741828.1125900970797681/1193961703991607/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ihyaekhilafat2/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED
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The Islamic State 

 Amaq news agency published an announcement regarding the death of the son of an Afghan 

army commander and six other soldiers in the area of Kut in Nangarhar Province. A report was 

also published regarding the killing of an Afghan soldier and the injuries to two others in an IS 

attack against a government institution in the same province.42 

 Amaq news agency published an announcement regarding an attack by the IS in Nasirabad 

District, in Balochistan, Pakistan in the west of the country in which one officer and a policeman 

were killed, and two others were injured.43 

 “Waziristan News”, a sub-agency of Amaq, published a hadith titled, “Be a martyr ten times over 

in the path of Allah”,44 by An Anas Bin Malik in Sahih Bukhari. According to the hadith, every man 

who shall enter Paradise will not wish to come back to this life because he will have everything 

he needs and more in Paradise. However, the only time he will wish to return to the living is if he 

wishes to perform jihad for Allah ten times over.  

 The IS in Khorasan Province published an announcement regarding an ambush against Afghan 

army forces in the area of Deh Bala in which several soldiers were killed and injured, and a 

Hummer vehicle was damaged.45 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahem jihadist media institution, which belongs to AQAP, published the following:  

o An announcement “about the recent American slaughter in the area of Kifah”. The 

organization accused the US of indiscriminate fire, which resulted in the deaths of women 

and children in the Kifah area. According to the organization, the US government 

continues to carry out war crimes even under the Trump administration, not only in 

Yemen but also in other areas, including Afghanistan and Waziristan, with its support of 

                                                      

42 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C14I5V3XAAEJkKw.jpg;  
    https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3QYpc7WEAAWFvU.jpg 
43 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3VdBPrWQAAA6uP.jpg 
44 https://twitter.com/waziristan123  
45 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2I9l1mXUAE2EF6.jpg   

https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C14I5V3XAAEJkKw.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3QYpc7WEAAWFvU.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3VdBPrWQAAA6uP.jpg
https://twitter.com/waziristan123
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2I9l1mXUAE2EF6.jpg
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regimes that systematically oppress Muslims, such as the Israeli government that uses 

force against the Palestinians. The organization added that during the US attack, the 

mujahideen managed to down an American Apache helicopter. In addition, the 

organization emphasized that continued attacks such as this one only inflames Muslims’ 

feelings of revenge and rage towards the US.46 

 

The Islamic State 

 The IS in Al-Liwa al-Akhdar Province claimed responsibility for a suicide attack against a Houthi 

blockade in the city of Ibb, which killed and injured several people.47 In addition, the organization 

claimed responsibility for the explosion of a bomb in a car belonging to the head of security in 

Aden.48 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq and Amaq news 

agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 

A. Battles and Military Deployments: 

o Nineveh Province: A video titled, “The Procession of Light”, regarding 

suicide attacks that were carried out by the organization in the province in 

the framework of the battle over Mosul. The beginning of the video 

showed suicide terrorists of various origins and ages (some with 

disabilities), and the attacks themselves were documented from the air 

using a drone. For instance, among the suicide terrorists was a youth of 

Moroccan origin, an adult Iraqi fighter who worked in Diwan al-Zakat, and 

an elderly fighter who came from Tajikstan. The video combined photos 

from battles around the city of Mosul, including in the village of Tall al-

                                                      

46 https://fotooh.net 
47 http://store6.up-00.com/2017-01/148529130349161.jpg   
48 Telegram 

https://fotooh.net/
http://store6.up-00.com/2017-01/148529130349161.jpg
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Zalat, and documentation of the executions of two people from Mosul who 

were accused of cooperating with the Iraqi army.49  

 

 

Old and young fighters carrying out suicide attacks in Mosul 

 

o Al-Furat Province: A video titled, “Roar of the Lions”, which documented 

attacks against Iraqi army posts. The video showed fighters during 

preparations for the attacks, their advancement towards the posts north 

of Al-Rutba, and the gun battles. The video ended with the documentation 

of a drone dropping a bomb on one of the posts.50 

o Al-Jazira Province: A video titled, “War and Steadfastness”, which 

documented battles between IS fighters, and Iraqi army and PMF forces in 

the province, including the destruction of posts and the plunder of tanks, 

vehicles and supplies.51 

o Various provinces and Amaq news agency: Reviews and videos about 

various operational topics, including: updates on battles, suicide attacks 

and the downing of photographic drones in the framework of battles in the 

city of Mosul (alongside documentation of the casualties and destruction 

caused by aerial coalition bombardments); an attack against army posts in 

the city of Kabisa; the penetration of PMF camps south of Tall Afar; an 

attack against the Iraqi army in the village of Al-Dabs north of Baiji; the 

capture of a junction southeast of Al-Sharqat; the killing of 25 PMF and 

                                                      

49 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/60990 
50 http://leyoth.net/showthread.php?t=39805 
51 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61458   

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/60990
http://leyoth.net/showthread.php?t=39805
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61458
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police forces in central Saladdin; and a combined attack by five inghimasi 

fighters south of Najf, which led to the deaths of over 100 security forces.52 

o Amaq news agency published infographics regarding the war in Iraq. One 

of the infographics included a summary of data from the third month of 

battle in Mosul (1,520 Iraqi forces killed, 58 suicide attacks, and dozens of 

military vehicles damaged or destroyed). Another infographic summed up 

the data regarding attacks in Baghdad over a 100-day period, including 120 

explosive belts, 15 suicide attacks and three armed attacks.53 Another 

infographic summed up 100 days of fighting in Mosul between October 17, 

2016 and January 24, 2017. According to the infographic, during this period 

6,630 Iraqi security and Peshmerga forces were killed and 28- suicide 

attacks were carried out. It also noted the number of military vehicles and 

aircraft that were destroyed as well as a description of the weapons that 

were plundered.54 

B. Executions: 

o Kirkuk Province: A video titled, “Punishment for Traitors”, which 

documented a series of executions of six people accused of spying for 

coalition forces, the Iraqi army and the Peshmerga. Three of them were 

executed in an urban area after accusations that the information they 

provided had led to the shelling of residents in the area, and the other 

three were executed in a deserted place. The video documented the 

execution of a 15-year-old boy who was accused of spying for Peshmerga 

forces fighting alongside the Iraqi army in the battle over Mosul.55 

 

 

                                                      

52 https://dawaalhaq.com/ 
53 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2qyUeFXUAAVOdt.jpg  ; 
   https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2YWV1aXcAI3mTI1.jpg 
54 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3G6g5aWgAAB43Y.jpg 
55 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61982 

https://dawaalhaq.com/
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2qyUeFXUAAVOdt.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C2YWV1aXcAI3mTI1.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3G6g5aWgAAB43Y.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61982
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C. Propaganda and Media: 

o Amaq news agency published propaganda videos on various topics, 

including: ongoing Quran memorization courses in mosques in the city of 

Mosul despite the battle,56 and the apparent documentation of long lines 

of men and youth in Mosul who were interested in joining the ranks of the 

IS.57 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

 The online fundraising campaign that began at the end of December 2016 by activists identified 

with Syrian rebels continued on Facebook and Twitter under the name, “Your Sons are at Your 

Service”, in Arabic, Turkish and English. According to the organizers of the campaign, it was 

created to raise funds for jihad fighters and their families. According to them, jihad fighters 

sacrifice their lives for the Syrian nation and they should be shown gratitude for this through 

support for them and their families.  The campaign was launched on various Telegram channels, 

Twitter, Facebook and YouTube accounts, and telephone numbers were provided on WhatsApp 

and Telegram for donations.58 

 

 

The banner of the online fundraising campaign 

 

 

                                                      

56 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61012   
57 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61855 
58 https://twitter.com/khidmasyria; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2fDUbfKtVo&feature=youtu.be 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61012
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/61855
https://twitter.com/khidmasyria
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2fDUbfKtVo&feature=youtu.be
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Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 

 Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (formerly Al-Nusra Front) published the following: 

o An announcement about the conference that was held in Astana, Kazakhstan regarding 

Syria. In the announcement, the organization claimed that the conference was part of a 

plot against the Syrian revolution and that it was held as a result of pressure placed on 

factions following the fall of Aleppo. The announcement added that the conference will 

not discuss the removal of Assad, since his regime would take part in the discussions. The 

announcement also stated that the political process that has accompanied the revolution 

since the beginning has not served the goals of the Syrian revolution, and that the 

organization supports a ceasefire, the release of prisoners and humanitarian assistance 

for liberated areas, but it is not willing to “sell out” the Syrian revolution and jihad in 

exchange for these. The announcement added that the fact that Russia is sponsoring the 

talks in Astana degrades the victims of the Syrian revolution since Russia is shelling most 

of the cities in Syria. At the end of the announcement, the organization called on 

participants in the conference not to degrade the victims sacrificed by the Syrian 

revolution, and added that no group or entity has the right to hold negotiations over the 

fate of Syria and its residents without the participation of the parties involved in the 

revolution and jihadist groups.59 

o An announcement regarding the reasons for unity and for the rift with Jund al-Aqsa. In 

the announcement, the organization noted that it accepted Jund al-Aqsa’s oath of 

allegiance to another organization that mediated the conflict between Ahrar al-Sham and 

Jund al-Aqsa, which led to the ceasefire agreement between the two sides, the release of 

captives and the establishment of a shari’a court. Nevertheless, the announcement added 

that not all members of Jund al-Aqsa swore allegiance to Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, but rather 

only their leader and some of the organization’s members did so. Therefore, when Jabhat 

Fateh al-Sham tried to implement the agreement between Jund al-Aqsa and Ahrar al-

Sham, it faced rejection by Jund al-Aqsa. The announcement also stated that the 

organization has long wanted to clarify the issue with Jund al-Aqsa but feared the renewal 

                                                      

59 Telegram 
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of clashes between Ahrar al-Sham and Jund al-Aqsa. At the end of the announcement, the 

organization declared that Jund al-Aqsa is not part of Jabhat Fateh al-Sham due to 

renewed clashes between the former and Ahrar al-Sham and due to its violation of the 

oath of allegiance agreement. In addition, the organization expressed hope that a new 

agreement will be reached between Ahrar al-Sham and Jund al-Aqsa.60 

o An announcement regarding recent events in Syria, according to which conferences and 

negotiations are trying to disrupt the Syrian revolution and lead Syria into the hands of 

the Alawite regime. It also stated that in order to avoid repeating past mistakes, the 

organization tried to bring about the establishment of a political-military entity to 

represent the Syrian revolution by merging with other factions, but some of those factions 

rejected the merger since it damages the support that they receive from the outside and, 

therefore, they asked Jabhat Fateh al-Sham to disband and surrender its men and 

outposts. The announcement added that after the merger’s failure, coalition forces 

started to shell Jabhat Fateh al-Sham’s posts in order to isolate and eliminate the 

organization at a time when some of the factions are cooperating with coalition forces. 

The announcement added that the conference in Astana regarding the Syrian issue was 

sponsored by the Russian occupier, and that factions that took part it in did not discuss 

the fall of the Alawite regime but rather a ceasefire and the entrance of humanitarian 

supplies. In addition, the organization claimed that these factions took part in realizing 

the true purpose of the conference – the establishment of a democratic state and an 

agreement to fight together against Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. At the end of the 

announcement, the organization called for the establishment of a united Sunni entity, 

both politically and militarily, based on shari’a to make decisions on war and peace.61 

o An announcement in response to a fatwa issued by the Syrian Islamic Council permitting 

factions in northern Syria to fight against Jabhat Fateh al-Sham and respond to its 

aggression against them. In the announcement, the organization accused the Syrian 

Islamic Council of inciting war against it and claimed that the published fatwa is incorrect. 

                                                      

60 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C23IlAcWQAANbTA.jpg 
61 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C29cMv0W8AAfG_Z.jpg 

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C23IlAcWQAANbTA.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C29cMv0W8AAfG_Z.jpg
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The organization added that the Syrian Islamic Council is not an agreed-upon source of 

authority in the Syrian arena and claimed that it has incorrect views when it comes to 

Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. Later in the announcement, the organization wondered how the 

council can support the participation of rebel groups in the conference and the ceasefire 

in northern Syria when the conference’s true purpose is to bring about the surrender of 

the Syrian revolution to the Alawite regime. At the end of the announcement, the 

organization denied having given protection to Jund al-Aqsa members, and claimed that 

its goal in accepting Jund al-Aqsa’s oath of allegiance was to end the battle between them 

and Ahrar al-Sham.62 

o An announcement in response to announcements by Ahrar al-Sham regarding recent 

events. In the announcement, the organization claimed that the Syrian arena is suffering 

from military weakness and political division as a result of its failure to take responsibility 

for the Syrian war and a loss of achievements by the revolution’s victims. The 

announcement also stated that, in light of this situation, the organization called for 

arranging the ranks in order to put the Syrian revolution back on the right track by 

cooperating with other factions. Later in the announcement, the organization denied 

telling Ahrar al-Sham that the solution to the current conflict was a merger of the factions, 

and claimed that this is not a realistic solution. The organization clarified that in the 

situation of the Syrian arena today, the nation cannot accept a "fragile" union that does 

not implement its goals. The organization added that the right solution is the unification 

of decisions regarding war and peace, and the inclusion of all of the factions’ capabilities 

and means under one political and military leadership to include most of the factions in 

one organization with one leader. At the end of the announcement, the organization 

noted that it recently held meetings with several sheikhs and other factions, which led to 

a ceasefire agreement and a discussion on finding a fundamental solution that would 

protect the Syrian revolution and the people of Syria.63 

                                                      

62 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C3ChYdhXAAAI7FW.jpg 
63 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C3QWqIWXUAI8-WO.jpg 

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C3ChYdhXAAAI7FW.jpg
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o The Tubath jihadist media institution published an announcement by Sheikh Sami al-

Oraydi, a former member of Al-Nusra Front’s Shura Council, in which he criticized the 

factions taking part in the Astana Conference, which is discussing the Syrian issue, and 

called on all factions to protest the conference’s plans. He added that all mujahideen 

factions must act for the sake of an Islamic regime and the establishment of an Islamic 

state. Al-Oraydi also stated that if the factions do not agree to unite fully, they should at 

least establish a united Shura Council. He further emphasized that it is a shari’a obligation 

to stand against the factions participating in the Astana Conference since they are acting 

against the achievements of jihad.64 

 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

 Five organizations - Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, Nour al-Din al-Zenki Movement, Jaysh al-Sunna, Jabhat 

Ansar al-Din and Liwa al-Haqq – announced the establishment of a new umbrella organization 

called Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (Assembly for the Liberation of the Levant) to be led by Hashim al-

Shaykh (aka Abu Jaber), who previously served as leader of Ahrar al-Sham. The announcement 

also called on all Syrian factions to join this umbrella organization in order to realize the goals of 

the Syrian revolution, including the toppling of the Syrian regime and the application of shari’a 

on the Syrian people.65 

 

 

The logo of the umbrella organization, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, and the organization’s banner 

 

 Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham published an announcement according to which six sheikhs - Abdul Razzaq 

al Mahdi, Abu Harith al Masri, Abu Yusuf al Hamwi, Abdullah al-Muhaysini, Abu Taher al Hamwi 
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and Moslih al-Ulyani - joined the organization following the ruling issued last month regarding 

the need to unite the factions. In the announcement, the sheikhs also called on all factions to join 

this umbrella organization.66 

 The Fursan al-Sham Battalion in Aleppo published an announcement in which it stated that it split 

from Jabhat al-Shamiyah and joined Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham.67 The Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 

Battalion in Aleppo also announced that it split from Ahrar al-Sham and joined Hay’at Tahrir al-

Sham.68 

 Muslim al-Shishani, the leader of Junud al-Sham (Jammat Muslim al-Shishani), welcomed the 

publication of a ruling obligating various jihadist factions in Syria to unite in order to reap 

additional military successes.69 

 

The Shura Council of Ahl al Ilm in Al-Sham  

 The Shura Council of Ahl al Ilm in Al-Sham (Majlis Shura Ahl al Ilm in Al-Sham) published the 

following: 

o An announcement in which it blamed the renewed clashes between Jund al-Aqsa and 

Ahrar al-Sham on Jabhat Fateh al-Sham since the latter agreed to accept the oath of 

allegiance by Jund al-Aqsa. In addition, the announcement called on Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 

to stand alongside the Syrian factions against Jund al-Aqsa, and to declare that it is 

severing ties with the organization in order to prevent conflict between the jihadist 

factions. The announcement added that since Jabhat Fateh al-Sham supported Jund al-

Aqsa, it took part in its attacks against other factions and violated the agreements. The 

announcement also stated that the factions have the right to defend themselves and 

respond to the aggression of Jund al-Aqsa and anyone who supports it, be it Jabhat Fateh 

al-Sham or others. The end of the announcement stated that if it becomes clear that 
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Jabhat Fateh al-Sham stood behind Jund al-Aqsa, all of the former’s soldiers and 

commanders must leave and join other factions.70 

o An announcement directed at the Chairman of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, and the sheiks and 

commanders who joined it, asking them for three things related to ending the fighting and 

reducing tension between the factions: an agreement for an unconditional ceasefire, the 

start of prisoner releases, and the establishment of an independent or joint court to 

discuss recent events. The end of the announcement stated that the Council expects 

Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham to accept its requests since it wants to help the organization, and 

create ties between it and the rest of the factions.71 

o An announcement regarding an initiative to save northern Syria. The announcement 

stated that the attacks by Jabhat Fateh al-Sham against Jaish al-Mujahideen and several 

other factions of the Syrian revolution led them to lose their posts and strengthened 

Assad’s control in the area. The announcement also stated that after Jabhat Fateh al-Sham 

refused the arbitration proposed by Ahrar al-Sham, and continued its aggression against 

the organization and the factions that joined it, the Shura Council set a 12-hour ultimatum 

to Jabhat Fateh al-Sham and the other factions to stop the battle between them and agree 

to arbitration. The Council also threatened to fight against any organization that does not 

accept this initiative and continues its aggression.72 

 

The Turkestan Islamic Party in Al-Sham 

 During January 2017, Sawt al-Islam jihadist media institution, which belongs to the Turkestan 

Islamic Party in Al-Sham, published the following: 

o A video titled, “Blessed are the Foreigners – Part 6”. It the opening of the video, the 

organization focused on the Chinese regime’s oppressive policies towards Muslims in 

Xinjiang Province, which the organization refers to as eastern Turkestan. Later in the 

video, several Salafi-jihadist clerics, including Sheikh ‘Abd al-Mahdi, were interviewed 

about the contributions of members of the Turkestan Islamic Party to jihad in Syria. For 
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example, al-Mahdi noted that the organization’s fighters are solely focused on fulfilling 

the commandment of jihad, and are not involved in the disputes and rifts that exist 

between the various jihad factions. Sheikh al-Muhaysani was also interviewed and praised 

the contribution of the organization’s fighters to jihad efforts. 

o A video titled, “A Message to Those who Migrate from Turkestan” by Sheikh Abdallah al-

Muhaysani, in which he praised Muslims who migrated from Turkestan to Syria in order 

to join the ranks of the mujahideen and all of the noble qualities with which they were 

endowed, such as adherence to Islam and jihad. In addition, he called on them not to join 

the ranks of the IS since the latter sanctifies war against Muslims and sows division among 

their ranks.73 

o A video titled, “The Truth about the Chinese Media” in the Uighur language. In the video, 

the Chinese regime was accused of persecuting and torturing China’s Muslim residents, 

trying to damage their religious identity, and more. Later in the video, one of the 

organization’s fighters was interviewed and criticized the Chinese regime while 

emphasizing that jihad fighters will capture Xinjiang Province from China.74 

o Eulogies in memory of jihad fighters in Jabhat Fateh al-Sham and Nour al-Din al-Zenki 

Movement who fell in battles against the enemy.75 

 

Ahrar al-Sham 

 Ahrar al-Sham published the following: 

o Several factions operating in northern Syria - Suqour al-Sham Brigade, Jaysh al-Islam, Jaish 

al-Mujahideen and Jabhat al-Shamiyah – published a joint announcement in which they 

announced that they had joined Ahrar al-Sham.76 

In the same context, Ahrar al-Sham also published an announcement in which it welcomed 

the joining of the above-mentioned factions and other battalions to the organization. The 

announcement also stated that the organization views an attack against any one of the 
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factions as an attack against itself, and it will not hesitate to fight against anyone who 

attacks them. The announcement added that if any of these factions encounter a problem, 

the issue will be brought before a shari’a court.77 

o The organization’s position regarding the talks in Astana about the Syria issue. The 

announcement listed the reasons why Ahrar al-Sham decided not to take part in these 

talks. The first reason was the lack of a ceasefire agreement and the attacks against 

residents of Wadi Barada in the suburbs of Damascus. Another reason for the 

organization’s lack of participation was Russia’s status as guarantor of the agreement 

while Russian planes continue to shell the Syrian people. The last reason had to do with 

the internal military situation in Syria and the attempt to prevent clashes between 

supporters and opponents of the conference. The announcement added that the 

organization does not accuse those factions that did decide to attend the conference of 

betrayal, and it vows to support them if they achieve good results and ease the suffering 

of the nation.78 

o An announcement regarding the initiative proposed by the organization to save the Syrian 

revolution. In the announcement, the organization claimed that this is its final proposal 

for Jabhat Fateh al-Sham in order to end the battle between the latter and several other 

factions in northern Syria that joined Ahrar al-Sham. The proposal included the immediate 

end to the fighting between them, the merger of all of the organizations that joined Ahrar 

al-Sham, and the agreement to participate in a meeting of all the commanders of the 

factions fighting in northern Syria in order to create a unified leadership. The organization 

also threatened that if Jabhat Fateh al-Sham does not comply with the agreement and 

continues its aggression, the organization will be forced to respond.79 

o A journalistic interview that was held with the leader of Ahrar al-Sham, Abu Ammar al-

Umar, regarding his organization’s relationship with Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. In the 

beginning of the interview, al-Umar claimed that his organization is not opposed to a 

political agreement in Syria that will serve the goals of the revolution, but it opposes the 
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proposed ceasefire agreement for several reasons: the political solution was not clear, 

Russia sponsored the agreement while shelling the Syrian people, and the agreement did 

not include certain factions, such as Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. Later in the interview, he 

claimed that there were no deserters from the organization but rather there were some 

administrative changes that were blown out of proportion by those seeking to create a 

rift in the organization. In addition, al-Umar rejected accusations according to which Ahrar 

al-Sham sabotaged the union with the other factions and claimed that his organization 

was the first to heed the clerics’ call for unity. In this context, he clarified that most of the 

factions, including his organization and Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, reached a unity agreement 

three months ago but when the time came to sign the agreement, some of the factions 

wanted to re-open discussions while Jabhat Fateh al-Sham was opposed to doing so. 

Therefore, the unity agreement was not signed in the end. He again stressed that Ahrar 

al-Sham is interested in a merger between the factions and that this can happen soon 

since the number of factions that exist today is small in comparison to the number of 

factions that existed a year ago. Regarding the lack of security in the territories held by 

Syrian revolution factions, al-Umar accused IS cells of re-inventing themselves under the 

name Jund al-Aqsa, which merged with Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. He added that an 

agreement between the organizations states that Jabhat Fateh al-Sham will supervise 

Jund al-Aqsa but this has not yet been implemented.80  

o An announcement regarding an attack by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham against a shari’a court 

belonging to Ahrar al-Sham in the city of Darat Izza in northern Syria. In the 

announcement, the organization called on the Chairman of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham to end 

the aggression.81 

 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Syria, and Amaq news 

agency, published a range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 
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A. Battles and Military Deployments: 

o Raqqah Province: A video regarding the battles between the organization 

and Syrian Democratic Forces west of Raqqah alongside documentation of 

the execution of a PKK fighter. In the video, the executioner made threats 

in English against the West while emphasizing the futility of dispatching 

spies and agents against the organization. Journalistic sources pointed out 

the similarity between the new executioner and ‘Jihadi John’ - Mohammed 

Emwazi, the famous hangman of the Islamic State who was killed in a US 

bombing in November 2015.82  

o Damascus Province: A filmed review about a training camp for youth in the 

area of Al-Hajar al-Aswad in Damascus. The images showed youth armed 

with guns and reading from the books of the Quran.83 

o Syria - Various provinces and Amaq news agency: Reviews and videos on 

various operational topics, including: shooting at Turkish army posts and 

Kudish militia posts west of Al-Bab and Manbij; the activation of anti-

aircraft batteries in Raqqah Province; an announcement regarding 70 PKK 

fighters killed in attacks in northern Raqqah; the repelling of an attack by 

Syrian forces north of the T4 Airport; and the takeover of the electric 

company building in the city of Deir Ezzor.84 

B. Executions: 

o Al-Khayr Province: A video titled, “He Revived Me with His Blood”, which 

documented the executions of three people accused of spying for the PKK. 

The executions were carried out at an abandoned park by children dressed 

in military uniforms, the youngest among them being three years old. In 

addition, the video showed a 13-year-old boy known as Khattab who told 

the story of how he joined the organization after being inspired by his older 

                                                      

82 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62773 
83 https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3RERJ9WMAEVyWE1.jpg 
84 https://dawaalhaq.com/ 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/62773
https://dawaalhaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/C3RERJ9WMAEVyWE1.jpg
https://dawaalhaq.com/


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
37 

brother who trained him to shoot weapons and endowed him with the 

values of the IS before being killed in battle.85 

 

 

A three-year-old boy executes a captive in an abandoned park in Deir Ezzor Province 

 

o A report on the execution of a man accused of cursing Allah’s name in 

southern Manbij.86 

C. Propaganda and Media: 

o Aleppo Province: A video titled, “Between Two States – Challenges and 

Rewards”, which compared the challenges and successes of the ancient 

Islamic State led by the Prophet Muhammad and the challenges with which 

the Islamic State is coping today. In the middle of the video, a fighter 

named Abu Anas al-Zarqawi (meaning that he came from the city of Zarqa 

in Jordan) claimed that there is no difference between the infidels’ attacks 

against Muhammad in the early days of Islam and the attacks waged 

against the Caliphate today. In addition, the video included documentation 

of attacks against Turkish forces and a Turkish-speaking jihadist who 

trampled on his native flag and called on Turkish soldiers to “repent”. The 

video ended with the execution of a Sahawat fighter who was accused of 

cooperating with American forces.87  
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o Amaq news agency published propaganda videos on various topics, 

including: renewed oaths of allegiance to the Caliph, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

by tribal dignitaries from the area of Al-Safasifa, west of Raqqah,88 the 

establishment of schools, hisba activities in southern Damascus, and a 

ceremony in honor of Quran reciters in western Raqqah.89 

o Various provinces and Amaq news agency: Several videos regarding air 

force strikes on the city of Al-Bab in Syria and an accusation against 

Erdoğan over the killing of innocent Muslims.90 Videos were also published 

on the topic of aerial strikes by the Syrian, Russian and American Air Forces 

on several cities, including Tabaka, Aleppo and Deir Ezzor.91 

 The Khalid ibn al-Walid Army, which swore allegiance to the IS, published a video about the 

group’s hisba activities in the area of Al-Yarmuk in Dara’a Province. The video showed the hisba 

supervisor explaining the department’s areas of responsibility, and documented tours of area 

villages that included a review of stores and goods, the distribution of shari’a clothing to women, 

the destruction of cigarettes and musical instruments, the lashing of offenders, and the 

executions of “witches”. The design and content of the video share great similarity to IS videos, 

testimony to the group’s desire to be seen as applying shari’a and being loyal to the path of the 

parent organization.92 

 

 

The execution of a “witch” by the Khalid ibn al-Walid Army 
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 The Khalid ibn al-Walid Army published an announcement regarding an attack against the vetted 

factions and the weapons that were plundered in the area of Al-Yarmuk Basin.93 

 

Other Jihadist Organizations 

 Fursan al-Sham jihadist media institution published a short interview that was held with a jihad 

fighter named Abu Bakr al-Britani, who migrated from England to Syria. The interview focused on 

the factors that led him to decide to join the Salafi-jihadist fighters in Syria.94 

 

The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

 Al-Raya jihadist media institution, which belongs to Jaysh ak-Umma al-Salafi – a Palestinian Salafi-

jihadist organization – published a document titled, “The Jerusalem Document” by the Islamic 

Nationalist Movement – Palestine, a Palestinian Salafi-jihadist organization. The document 

offered guidelines for jihadist factions in Syria regarding cooperation, striving for unity among the 

ranks, and the settlement disputes and conflicts based on Islamic holy sources.95 

 The Ibn Tamiyya media center published an article by Abu Bakr Awwab titled, “What Does Hamas 

Expect?” In the framework of the article, the writer attacked the persecution of Salafi-jihadist 

fighters in Gaza by Hamas authorities and noted that they are doing so at the behest of Egyptian 

intelligence. The writer also protested the arrest of an engineer named Abdullah al-Ashqar, and 

accused Hamas security services of persecuting activists who are wanted by Israel. The writer 

concluded his article by hinting that the Salafist movement in Gaza will not sit idly by while its 

members are being arrested, tortured and silenced.96 

 

The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula 

 The IS in the Sinai Peninsula published several claims of responsibility for attacks, including: the 

killing of several army and police forces in attacks in Al-Arish; the destruction of an M113 armored 
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vehicle in a bomb blast south of Shaykh Zuwayd; the killing of five military personnel in an ambush 

in central Sinai; and a gun battle in Al-Arish that left 20 Egyptian army forces dead and wounded.97  

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

 Al-Andalus jihadist media institution, which belongs to AQIM, published the following: 

o A video containing an interview with Beatrice Stokley, a Swiss nun who was kidnapped by 

the organization in Mali one year ago. In the video, Beatrice thanked her family and the 

Swiss government for their efforts to bring about her release from captivity. She also 

noted that she is in good health. The video combined statements by Sheikh Ayman al-

Zawahiri and Sheikh Osama bin Ladem that the equation that must be applied to the West 

should be based on the principle of a ‘tooth for a tooth’ and an ‘eye for an eye’, that is, to 

respond in kind to the enemies of Islam.98 

 

in  

Beatrice Stokley 

 

o Al-Rasala magazine, which is affiliated with Salafi-jihadists in Syria identified with Al-

Qaeda, published an exclusive interview in English with Hisham Abu Akram, a member of 

AQIM’s Shura Council. In the beginning of the interview, Akram briefly introduced himself, 

reviewed the arena of jihad in Algeria, and discussed the implications of the battle in 
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Algeria on jihad in Mali and Libya. For example, he noted that the entry of the mujahideen 

into the Sahara was intended to create a support base for jihad in Algeria.99 

o An audio clip by Sheikh Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sanhaji, qadi of the Sahara region, in which 

he threatened to attack anyone who dares to cooperate with the Malian army or UN and 

French forces posted in Mali. Al-Sanhaji sharply criticized France’s intention to establish 

new military patrols to operate on behalf of the UN against the mujahideen in Mali. 

According to him, this intention will be met with intense opposition since the 

organization’s position rejects the presence of foreign forces on Muslim land. At the end 

of the clip, al-Sanhaji advised Muslims not to approach MINUSMA forces, French forces 

and Malian army forces since: “We are in a state of war with them as you know, and they 

are strangers in our nation. They did not bring peace, but rather they came in order to rob 

the best of our nation, and to corrupt our religion and our morals […]”.100 

 

 

The banner of the audio clip 

 

o A recorded speech titled, The Disaster of the Nation…and the Betrayal of the Algerian 

Regime” by the leader of the organization, Abdelmalek Droukdel. In the beginning of the 

speech, Droukdel claimed that the Crusaders, the Shi’ites and their allies are persecuting 

Sunni Muslims today in Muslim lands, including Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Burma, 

Afghanistan, the Caucasus, Libya, Mali, Central Africa and Palestine with the goal of 

eliminating them and blurring their identity on an unprecedented scale. He emphasized 

that the Algerian regime plays a significant role in the conspiracy against the Muslim 

Nation as expressed in, among other things, its cooperation with France, which is trying 
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to tighten its grip on Mali. At the same time, Droukdel clarified that the Algerian people 

are not partner to the crimes of the Algerian regime and has been known throughout 

history to act against the enemies of Islam. Droukdel ended his speech with a call on the 

Algerian people to come to their senses and take action against the Algerian regime in 

order to defend their Muslim identity and Muslim lands.101 

o The Ifriqya al-Muslima jihadist media institution published a “Dialogue with ‘Asim Abu 

Hayyan”, a former senior member of the organization. In the interview, Abu Hayyan 

reviewed the development and path of jihad in Algeria.102 

 

Libya 

The Shura Council of the Benghazi Rebels 

 Against the backdrop of the retreat of IS forces from Benghazi, the Shura Council of the Benghazi 

Revolutionaries announced that it remained committed to defending the city. In addition, it 

emphasized that it has no affiliation with any organization.103 

 

Morocco 

 The Dawa al-Haq Islamic news agency published a report according to which the Moroccan 

Interior Ministry published a directive prohibiting the sewing and selling of niqab. According to 

the announcement, the authorities began to inspect stores to warn sellers not to sell this item of 

clothing. Visitors to the site responded angrily to the article and called for the overthrow of the 

Moroccan regime.104 
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Egypt 

Al-Murabitun 

 The Egyptian Al-Murabitun published a series of audio clips by Abu Hamza al-Ansari, a member 

of the organization, titled, “The Plan of Destruction of the Islamic State”.105 The organization also 

published an audio clip by Hisham al-‘Ashmawi, the leader of the organization, regarding the 

importance of creating an Islamic revolution in Egypt and the other Arab states, and the 

implementation of shari’a.106 

 

Hasam Movement 

 The Hasam movement, a Salafi-jihadist organization, published a video titled, “Fight them”, which 

called on Muslims to engage in an armed struggle with Egyptian security forces. In the video, the 

organization claimed responsibility for several assassinations of Egyptian security personnel in 

various areas in Egypt. The video recorded a number of assassination attempts of Egyptian 

government officials by the organization’s fighters, including security forces, judges and others. 

According to the organization, these operations were carried out in revenge for Egyptian police 

activities against the Muslim population. The video also documented a training camp for 

members of the organization.107 

 

 

A clip from the video referring to the assassination attempt of the former Mufti of Egypt, Sheikh ‘Ali Jumaa 
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Turkey 

 The IS claimed responsibility for a terrorist attack at a nightclub in Istanbul that was carried out 

last New Year’s Eve. In the announcement, Turkey was presented as a “defender of the Cross” 

and additional attacks were threatened in revenge for the harm to Muslims caused by Turkey’s 

fighter planes. According to the announcement, approximately 150 people were killed and 

injured in the attack, and some journalistic sources noted that a total of 39 people were killed 

and 70 others were injured in the attack. It is worth noting that, in response to the report, a 

disagreement arose between visitors who expressed reservations about the attack, in which 

many Muslims were killed, and those who claimed that Muslims who live among the infidels and 

do not migrate to the Caliphate are responsible for their own deaths.108 

 

Nigeria 

The Islamic State in West Africa 

 The IS in West Africa Province (formerly Boko Haram) published an announcement regarding an 

attack against African coalition sites in northeast Nigeria, in which 13 coalition forces were killed, 

and vehicles, weapons and ammunition were taken as plunder.109 

 Amaq news agency published an announcement regarding an attack by members of the 

organization against Yobe State, in northeast Nigeria, in which five members of the African 

coalition forces were killed and 11 others were injured. A filmed review was also published that 

documented the weapons that were taken as plunder during this period.110 

 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al-Kataib jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, published the 

following: 
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o An announcement regarding an attack by the organization against a base belonging to 

Kenyan forces in the city of Kulbiyow, located in Juba Province in southern Somalia. 

According to the announcement, the organization’s attack against the Kenyan base killed 

over 67 Kenyan soldiers and led to the organization’s seizure of military equipment and 

supplies. The announcement noted that the attack was part of a series of attacks against 

the African Union Force operating in Somalia. At the end of the announcement, the 

organization threatened to carry out similar attacks against Kenyan forces until Kenya 

withdraws its forces from Muslim territories and releases the Muslim prisoners in its 

custody.111 

o A video clip in which a Ugandan soldier who was taken captive by the organization was 

executed. In the video clip, the soldier told how he was captured by the organization in 

2015 when members of the organization seized a base of Ugandan soldiers operating in 

the framework of the African Union Force in the area of Janale in southern Somalia. In the 

video, the soldier called on Ugandan soldiers to think twice before volunteering to fight in 

Somalia since the only thing awaiting them in Somalia is death. At the end of the video, 

shots were heard that killed the Ugandan soldier. It should be noted that the Ugandan 

soldier had appeared in two previous video clips that were published by the organization 

in which he asked the President of Uganda to act for his release.112 

 

The Islamic State 

 Amaq news agency published an announcement regarding the capture of three Somali soldiers 

and the seizure of weapons in an ambush on a town in eastern Somalia.113 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 
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